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UPCOMING MEETINGS, CONFERENCES AND TRAINING

What is happening in January?

Date Activity Location Contact

1/11-15 NPDES Permit Writers’ Training Course
(postponed)

Jackson, MS Dan Weese 
(202) 260-6809 

1/20 WQ Gap Analysis Meeting Wash., D.C. Jane Ephremides
(202) 260-3897

1/21 106 Formula Workgroup Wash., D.C. Carol Crow 
(202) 260-6742

1/25-27 The American Electroplaters and Surface
Finishing (AESF) Society’s Annual
Conference for Environmental Excellence

Buena Vista,
FL

Patrick Bradley
(202) 260-6963

1/28-29 1999 NCSU Animal Waste Symposium Raleigh, NC Mike Cook 
(202) 260-5850

Upcoming Events

National Environmental Training Center for Small Communities (NETCSC) and St. Louis University Cosponsor Four
Course Offerings in Region 7.  NETCSC's "Assessing Wastewater Options for Small  Communities" course for trainers
and technical assistance providers who work with small-community local officials will be offered four times in Region 7
in 1999: April 6-7 at the Runge Conservation Center in Jefferson City, Mo.; April 19-20 at Kirkwood Community College
in Cedar Rapids, Ia.; May 10-11 in Emporia, Ks. [location to be announced]; and May 12-13 at Hastings Community
College in Hastings, Ne.  The course aims to help outreach professionals work more effectively with small community
officials.  For more information contact Betty B. Ford at 202-260-8510. 

REGULATIONS AT WORK

USDA-EPA Draft Unified AFO Strategy Listening Sessions 

USDA and EPA have recently completed a series of 12 listening sessions on the draft USDA-EPA Unified AFO Strategy.
The goal of the listening sessions was to provide attendees with additional information about the draft Strategy, answer
questions, and provide a public forum for feedback on the draft Strategy.  Approximately 2000 people attended the sessions
and about 330 people offered verbal feedback on the draft Strategy.  Commentors included farmers, agricultural trade
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organization representatives, sustainable agriculture advocates, environmental group representatives, Congressional
representatives, State officials, and municipal officials.  USDA and EPA plan to use the feedback provided during these
meetings in developing the final Strategy.  In addition, interested parties are encouraged to submit written comments on
the draft Strategy to:  Denise C. Coleman, USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service, P.O. Box 2890, Washington,
DC 20013-2890, denise_c.coleman@usda.gov.  The due date for comments is January 19, 1999.  USDA and EPA will
finalize the Strategy in early 1999.  For more information, contact William Hall at (202) 260-1458.

EPA's Monitoring Requirements for Industrial Storm Water Permit Holders

On September 29, 1998, EPA terminated the Baseline General Permit for industrial storm water dischargers, making the
extant Multi-Sector General Permit (MSGP) the only option for maintaining coverage under a general permit in most areas
where EPA is the permitting authority.  The MSGP requires discharge monitoring by select industrial sectors, to begin in
January 1999 for those permittees who transferred from the Baseline permit.  One industrial group, the Institute for Scrap
Recycling Industries (ISRI), objects to this requirement, feeling they should be required to begin monitoring only in the
following quarter (beginning in April 1999).  While transferring permittees were given until March 29, 1999 to update
their pollution prevention plans, EPA contends there is still considerable value and utility to have discharge monitoring
commence in January 1999 and have recently issued a memorandum iterating this requirement.  For more information,
contact Bryan Rittenhouse on (202) 260-0592.

Proposed Rule on Electronic Reporting in the NPDES Program

EPA is proposing changes to its NPDES regulations to allow reports and other information to be submitted electronically.
When EPA promulgated the current NPDES regulations, the Agency did not anticipate the need for electronic reporting.
Consequently, the current regulations do not specifically address use of electronic reporting technologies. The proposed
rule would establish criteria for electronic reporting and a specific process and conditions for electronic reporting of
discharge monitoring reports (DMR) to EPA. The proposal addresses electronic signature, certification, and record keeping
requirements that permittees would follow when submitting forms to EPA electronically.  We expect to publish a proposed
rule in February 1999.  For more information, contact Robin Danesi on (202) 260-2991.

Pilot Programs/Project XL
                            . . . . . . . . . .Where are we?

On June 23, 1998, EPA published a request for proposals to POTWs that are interested in implementing alternative local
pretreatment programs under the Project XL (EPA’s AeXcellence and Leadership@) program.  Ten (10) POTWs submitted
one- to two-page pre-proposals describing their  alternative ways to implement their programs by the September 21, 1998,
due date. 

    What’s the next step?  EPA is currently reviewing the proposals to determine which cities will be entered into
negotiations.   To process multiple pilots efficiently, EPA is developing a model Final Project Agreement (FPA) for these
projects.  After EPA and the selected POTWs agree on the FPA, EPA will issue a single rule to implement all the pilots.
For more information, call Patrick Bradley at (202) 260-6963 or Brian Frazer at (202) 260-0101.

OTHER INFORMATION

Mexican Border
Phase I of the Berino wastewater project was certified by the Border Environment Cooperation Commission (BECC) Board
of Directors in December, 1998, at its public meeting in Ciudad Juárez, Chihuahua, Mexico.  The project includes a gravity
collection system and a force-main to channel sewage to an existing wastewater treatment plant in Anthony, New Mexico.
 For more information, contact Eliot Tucker on (202) 260-5842.
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CWSRF/CWAP Funding Matrix

A funding matrix entitled AFinancing Clean Water Action Plan Activities@ is now available in hard copy and will soon be
up on the OWM website at http://www.epa.gov/owm/finan.htm.  The matrix links Clean Water Action Plan (CWAP) key
actions to potential federal agency funding sources.   The matrix provides potential funding sources for 18 key actions that
may potentially receive SRF money. In addition,  the matrix links other EPA, USDA, HUD, DOC, and DOI funding
programs to these key actions.  For further information, or to receive a copy, contact Kristin Kenausis at (202) 260-2036.

TRIBAL INFORMATION

Clean Water Tribal Resource Directory

Last week, the Municipal Assistance Branch submitted a copy of the Clean Water Tribal Resource Directory for
Wastewater Treatment Assistance to the print shop for printing of 700 copies.  The Resource Directory provides a listing
of federal agencies, technical assistance and tribal organizations that provide financial and technical support to Indian
tribes for wastewater treatment systems.  The document is expected to be available in early January 1999 for distribution.
For more information, contact Sylvia Bell at (202) 260-7255. 

END OF REPORT


